OPEN ACCESS

SUJRIS
4§ Swat University Journal of Religious SUJRIS
& Islamic Studies ¥ Vol.:2, Issue: 2, Jul - Dec 2024 PP: 46-54

ISSN: 2959-5509
www.sujris.uswat.edu.pk

Ao B Kl s Sl 5 Hed sl
Compiling Committee of Fatawa-e-Hindiyya:
Introduction and Analytical Review of the Services of
Selected Scholars

Amjad Khan
PhD Research Scholar, Department of Islamic Studies, Abdul Wali
Khan University, Mardan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan
akusmani84@gmail.com

Dr. Niaz Muhammad
Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Abdul Wali Khan
University, Mardan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan
Dr.niaz@awkum.edu.pk

Dr. Nosheen BiBi
Co-Supervisor, Lecturer in Islamic Studies, Higher Education
Department, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan
noshhin@gmail.com

Abstract

This paper presents an assessment and analysis of the scholarly, administrative, and
jurisprudential roles of the central personalities involved in the compilation of
Fatawa-e-Hindiyya (also known as Fatawa-e-Alamgiri), a monumental
jurisprudential codification of the Indian subcontinent. This voluminous legal
compendium was prepared under the royal patronage of the sixth Mughal Emperor,
Aurangzeb Alamgir (d. 1118 AH / 1707 CE), and is considered the most
authoritative work in Hanafi jurisprudence after Al-Hidayah. The paper highlights
the scholarly expertise, official positions, and compilation methodology of the
committee's Sadr al-Sudur (Chief Justice/Head of the Judiciary), Shaikh Nizam al-
Din Burhanpuri, and the heads of the four central sections: Qadi Muhammad
Hussain Jaunpuri, Sayyid Jalal al-Din Machhli Shahri, Shaikh Wajih al-Din
Gopamawi, and Muhammad Akram Lahori. Furthermore, this research examines
the contributions of other distinguished scholars, including Maulana Hamid
Jaunpuri, Sheikh Nizam al-Din Thatthawi, Sayyid Muhammad Qannauji, and
Qadi Ali Akbar Allahabadi, whose diverse expertise in Figh, Usul al-Figh, and
Ma'qulat (rational sciences) was integral to the quality and completion of the work.
This research clarifies that this endeavor is not merely a legal compilation but a
unique masterpiece of the intellectual organization and administration of the
Mughal Empire, which provided a stable and comprehensive foundation for the
jurisprudential heritage of the Indian subcontinent.

Keywords: Islamic Scholars, Jurisprudence, Jurisprudential ~Codification,
codification.
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