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Abstract 
A Hadith consists of two main parts: Isnad (Chain of Narrators) the 
sequence of transmitters through whom the Hadith has been passed 
down from one person to another. Matn (Text) the actual content or 
wording of the Hadith. It is commonly assumed that if the isnad is 
sound and reliable, then the Matn must also be authentic. However, 
according to the scholars and critics (naqqad) of Hadith, this is not 
necessarily the case. Sometimes it happens that all the narrators in the 
isnad are trustworthy and the chain appears to be correct on the 
surface, yet there is still some hidden defect (‘illah — concealed flaw 
or weakness) in the Matn of the Hadith. During the era of the 
Companions of the Prophet (Sahaba), some Hadiths were criticized for 
this very reason — that their Matn (text) was not sound. Therefore, it 
is important to bring forth and understand the criteria used during 
the time of the Sahaba for examining and evaluating such Hadiths.  
Keywords: Hadith, Matn, sanad, era of the Companions, Criticism. 
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