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Abstract 
A fundamental law ordained by Allah for the preservation of human 
life is the Law of Retribution (Qisas), which God Almighty declared 
as "life" for human society. The Holy Quran states: (Translation: O 
people of understanding, there is life for you in Qisas [the law of 
equality in punishment]) [Al-Baqarah: 179] While capital 
punishment is prescribed in certain specific cases besides Qisas, the 
modern world—led by proponents of human rights—considers the 
death penalty to be cruel, oppressive, and a violation of human rights, 
demanding its global abolition. This paper examines the extent of the 
rationality behind this modern demand and discusses its far-reaching 
consequences within the context of Islamic Sharia law. The objective 
is to evaluate the inherent wisdom of Qisas as a means of social 
preservation versus the modern push for the complete removal of 
capital punishment. 
Keywords: Qisas (Law of Retribution/Equality), Capital Punishment 
(or Death Penalty), Islamic Jurisprudence, Human Rights. 
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