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Abstract

This article critically examines Nabeel Qureshi’s interpretation of jihad with
special reference to his book; “No God but One, Allah or Jesus?” .Nabeel
Asif Qureshi (1983-2017) an ex-Ahmadi who converted to Christianity and
later emerged as a prominent apologist. He portrays jihad as an inherently
violent doctrine rooted in early Islamic sources and argues that
contemporary extremist movements represent a faithful continuation of
Islamic tradition. Qureshi’s accusations on Islamic struggle of peace is based
on text of Quranic verses and prophetic traditions, but the study highlights
that Qureshi interprets Islamic sources out of context while relying on
biased literature and Islamophobic narratives which proven his research is
flawed and biased. This article critically examines the accuracy, Credibility,
and methodological consistency of Qureshi’s claims and arquments within
his personal theological background. In contrast, the Quran and prophetic
traditions of jihad presents an ethical, principled, and highly regulated
framework for defensive struggle and moral reform, jihad is not an open call
to violence but a controlled, ethical, defensive effort to protect justice and
improve society. Nabeel Qureshi raised various objections regarding jihad in
an attempt to portray Islam as a violent religion. This article responds to all
of those objections through scholarly and research-based evidence.
Keywords: Jihad, Nabeel Qureshi, Christian Apologetics, Islam, Terrorism,
ISIS, Crusades.
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“The Byzantine emperor, who asked Pope Urban II for help defending
his lands at the Council of Piacenza in 1095, In other words,

Muslims were actively attacking and conquering Christians, and the
First Crusade was a defensive effort”)1(
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“Augustine of Hippo (ad354-430) defined the four essential
characteristics of a Just War:

It must have a just cause.
It must be for defence or to recover rightful possessions.
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It must be sanctioned by a legitimate authority.
Those who fight must have the right intentions.”)3(
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“This belief in a Just War or holy war was derived from a number of
sources, including the

Following:

The Bible, especially the Old Testament, was full of examples of
fighting heroes, such as Joshua, King David and Judas Maccabeus.
The victories of the Israelites over their enemies were viewed as
triumphs for God over heathen people.

The Greek philosopher Aristotle (c.384-322bc) had used the phrase
‘Just War’ to describe war, which was, as he put it, ‘for the sake of
peace’.

Roman writers, such as Titus Livius Patavinus, known as Livy (64 or
59bc tol12 or 17ad), added the idea of the causa belli, where war was
justified if the enemy had broken an agreement. Marcus Tullius
Cicero (106-43bc) believed that a Just War was one where lost goods
could be recovered or where self defence was involved.”)(
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“These Arab conquests had the following effects:
Christians were not persecuted for their faith as they were a People of
the Book.
Christians had to pay taxes to secure their safety.
Christian places of worship were not generally attacked.
Some Christians converted to Islam.
Most people spoke Arabic in the conquered areas.
Nazareth, Bethlehem and Jerusalem continued to contain a significant
number of Christians.”)s(
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“When the aim of liberating Jerusalem was coupled to lurid (probably
exaggerated) stories of the maltreatment of both the Levant's native
Christians and western pilgrims, the desire for vengeance, along with
the opportunity for spiritual advancement”)’(
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“It was believed that Jewish moneylenders kept hoards of wealth.
Emicho’s army went from city to city slaughtering innocent Jews as
“enemies of Christ,” plundering their wealth to finance the Crusade.
His army killed thousands of Jews and forced others to convert or face
the same fate.”)8(
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“The Seljuq army contained warriors called mamluks, slave children
who were trained to ultimately become young professional
fighters...... These slave boys were often captured from places like
Egypt, where Christian territories had been conquered by Muslims.

This means Muslim rulers were capturing Christian boys and
turning them into slave warriors to fight against other Christians”)10(
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“Amr and the Muslim army . . . made their entry into Nakius and
took possession. Finding no soldiers, they proceeded to put to the

sword all whom they found in the streets and in the churches, men,
women, and infants. They showed mercy to none.” 1%
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“This episode is not free from doubt. It is given in John of Nikiou,
chapter cxiv, which, however, is full of perplexity. The text says on
the one hand that ' Amr started upon this expedition leaving a strong
force in the citadel of Babylon, and on the other hand it leaves the
Romans in possession of Nikiou....... The fact is that the events in

this and the following chapters of John's Chronicle are tumbled topsy-
turvy, and the task of resetting them in order is almost hopeless.” (1)
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“These names are certainly corrupt; but I give them as they stand in
John of Nikiou.”

"The Chronicle of John of Nikiou in these last chapters often seems a
mere collection of fragments of history flung together at haphazard,
and such narrative as can be founded upon it is often at total variance
with Arab records” (16)
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“ISIL rationalizes its abhorrent treatment of these women and girls

by claiming it is somehow sanctioned by religion. Wrong. Dead

wrong.ISIL does not represent Islam and Islam does not condone or

honor such depravity. In fact, these actions are a reminder that ISIL is
an enemy of Islam. The international community and religious
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leaders of all faiths have strongly and repeatedly condemned ISIL’s
horrific acts.”)40(
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“This is the violence we see in the Old Testament: judgment directed
toward specific peoples on account of specific sins, and deferred for as
long as possible. The violence taught by Muhammad, on the other
hand, extends to all non-Muslims in Islamic lands unless they fulfill
certain conditions. According to the Quran, polytheists are given
three options: convert to Islam, depart from the land, or be killed (e.g.,
Quran 9.3-11). These options are not limited to place or person but

apply to all who do not believe in Islam in lands claimed by
Muslims”)42(
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“These verses promoting violence against Jews, Christians, and
polytheists are all found in chapter 9 of the Quran, and according to
the Islamic records, this was the last major chapter of the Quran
revealed to Muhammad.The Quran’s last words and marching orders,
as it were, are the most violent teachings found in its pages. This is
especially important given the traditional Islamic notion of
abrogation, which teaches that earlier verses can be cancelled by later
ones.”#7(
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“If Muhammad, after gaining an army, commissioned or participated
in eighty-six battles over the course of nine years, one would consider
such activity among his followers to be inevitable.”)%(
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