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Abstract

Allama Iqbal is a renowned poet, thinker and philosopher. He
presented his thoughts, ideas and philosophy in both form, prose
and poetry. He authored many books, i.e. Bang-e-Dara, Baal-e-Jebrel,
Zarb-e-Kalem, Ilm-ul-Igtisad etc. One of his most renowned books
in prose is "The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam".
Actually, it contained on his seven sermons, which he delivered
during the third decade of twentieth century. In one of his
sermons, titled "The principle of movement in the structure of
Islam", he discussed Collective Ijtihad from many perspective
and presented many ideas, which are totally repugnant to the
principles of the Holy Quran and Sunnah, like Collective Ijtihad
through parliament, the meaning and concept of ijtihad, the
concept of Ijma, the concept of the reconstruction of religious
thought .e.t.c. In this article, we will present a critical analysis of
the above mentioned ideas and thoughts of Allama Igbal that to
what extent these ideas and thoughts are repugnant to the
principles of Islamic Shariah and how it counteract to the
Quran and Sunnah.

Keywords: Allama Igbal, Collective Ijtihad, Parliament, Concept of
Ijma.
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The word literally means to exert. In the terminology of Islamic law it
means to exert with a view to form an independent judgment on a
legal question. The idea, I believe, has its origin in a well-known verse
of the Holy Qur’an. "' And to those who exert we show our path.'' We
find it more definitely adumbrated in a tradition of the holy prophet.
When Muadh was appointed ruler of Yemen, the prophet is reported
to have asked him as to how he would decide matters coming up before
him. I will judge matters according to the book of God, said Muadh.
‘But if the book of God contains nothing to guide you?” Then I will
act on the precedents of the prophet of God.” ‘But if the precedents

fail?” “Then I will exert to form my own judgment.
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The Ijma, the third source of Muhammadan law is Ijma which is in
my opinion perhaps the most important legal notion in Islam while
invoking great academic discussions in early Islam remained
practically a mere idea and rarely assumed the form of a permanent
institution in any Muhammadan country............ It is however,
extremely satisfactory to note that the pressure of new world-forces
and the political experience of European nations are impressing on
the mind of modern Islam the value and possibilities of the idea of
Ijma. The growth of republican spirit and the gradual formation of
legislative assemblies in Muslim lands constitute a great step in
advance. The transfer of the power of Ijtihad from individual
representative of schools to a Muslim legislative assembly which in
view contributions to legal discussions from laymen who happen to
possess a keen insight into affairs. In this way alone can we stir into
activity the dormant spirit of life in our legal system and give it
evolutionary outlook. In India however difficult ties are likely to arise
for it doubtful whether a non Muslim legislative assembly can

exercise the power of Ij tihad.”
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